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Incremental Urbanism: 
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This stud! represents independent research sponsored b! the 
Georgia Institute of Technolo@ Center for Qualits Growth and 
Regional Det elopment. and moat recentlj, the NE 4. Iddition- 
all\. this research might he considered related to I l te rnat i~e  
Land Qse Futures: RIetropolitan Atlanta 2025 (CQGRD). the 
stud! of h o ~  to accommodate Manta's projected 1.1 million 
person population increase o\er the next 25 !ears. which 
identified three possible models to contain growth: en\iron- 
mental protection. transportation corridors and actkit! centers. 
Our stud! has relelance to all three models. but is rnost liliel! 
a n  example of h o ~  an existing transportation corridor might he 
transformed. 

Our multidisciplinai~ team is 1% orking to d e ~  elop an analytical 
frameworlt and design alternatives \\hich act to allay the gap 
between the automobile and the pedestrian in strip delelop- 
ments. Our chosen study area is Buford High\\aj. 4tlanta. 
Georgia. the rnost ethnicall! dixerse corridor in the citj and 
home to -Itlanta's lsian and Hispanic population. The highna) 
is unique. nith its own special demographics and characteris- 
tics. l e t  is lepresentatike of the major urban problems of man! 
contemporan cities: ubiquitous strip dexelopnierits that are 
single use. lo\\ den& and auto oriented. 

Our rewarcli begin3 with an assumed link bet~teen puhlir 
health and the huilt enxironment. Uan! recent ctudies con- 
clude that lou -densit! auto-oriented des elopinent results in 
surrounding- that adlersel, affect public health. Cliaiacteristics 
include poor T ehicular/pedestria~i circulation s! sterni. exce.5 
surface pail\ing. lo\\ building densit! arid inadequate ma.. 
transit. Health is aftected at the scales of the indi\idual. the 
neighborhood social unit and the laiger ecological s!stem. 
\ hile theie is significant ~ r i t i n g  on the subject. time are fen 
example3 of exactl! liosz to iniplement change. Giej-field sites 
are  trategi~all! chosen in order to force speculation on the 

relationship b e t ~ e e n  architectural projects. public policq and 
coni~nunity design. Our h!pothesis is that in Greyfield redelel- 
opments re\ ised relationships bet- een interconnecth it!. park- 
ing requirements. mixed use-densit! and public transportation 
are needed to produce healthier environments. In Greyfield 
rede~elop~nents.  master plans are of limited use due to the 
complexity of existing propert) ownership. R'e are exploring a71 
urbanlsm of increments. 

B'e beliere that the  topics listed in the  preceding paragraph. 
relating environment to health. are required to answer the 
thesis question of h o ~  a pedestrian network can be realized in 
an environment originallj conceived \lithout one. The selection 
of Buford Highuaj  as the base case area for investigation was 
prompted by two additional obsenations. First, the population 
around Buford Highna!. like the general population of A4tlanta. 
continues to increase. Second. Buford Highwa~ is an area oi 
high pedestrian fatalities. This high fatality rate is potentiallh 
due to the fact that Buford Highua! was originall! designed as 
an automobile corridor uith espentiallj no pedestrian infra- 
structure. Consider for example. that up to 12% of the Buford 
High~\a! corridor inhabitants do not own a car and that within 
our 8 linear mile stud\ area there are no side\+allis. 

l set of applied anal!tical toola for approaching and retrofitting 
the generic suburban strip to accommodate nen g ro~ l th  in an 
urbanizing context are needed. Thew tools tahe architecture. - 
planning. engineering. det!. and public polic! into consider- 
ation to dexelop protot!pical iriodels that can be applied. 
Buford Highwah exhihits many conditions that are uni.rersal1s 
applicable to corridorb around the nited States. particularl! in 
suburban Sunbelt conte\ts. The Buford H i g h ~ a q  corridor is 
~ ie \zed locall! as an  exarnple of prototypical suburban design. 
so borne results of this stud! should has e unix ersal applicability. 
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